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Chairman Carey, Ranking Member Lundy, and members of the House Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee, my name is Mary Jane Stanchina, Executive Director of the Six District Educational Compact, a collaborative of six school districts who have been together for 42 years to provide 25 various programs and services. I am here today representing the Ohio Association of City Career-Technical Schools. This group is comprised of Ohio’s comprehensive single school districts and compacts: essentially all non joint vocational schools. Our members are responsible for educating approximately 60% of Ohio’s career-technical education students. 

In the Six District Educational Compact alone, we currently have 1022 students enrolled in workforce development programs.  This number represents nearly 25% of all junior and senior class enrollment.  In addition, we serve 2801 students in Family and Consumer Sciences and 91 students in Career Based Intervention. Specifically I want to highlight three unique college tech prep initiatives that are available to our Compact students: an Aviation Careers Academy which is connected to Kent State University; a one of a kind Engineering Academy which is connected to The University of Akron and Cleveland State University; an International Business and Marketing Institute (Chinese as the focus language) which is connected to The University of Akron and three corporate sponsors. 

Ohio’s career-technical education programs are nationally recognized and have had significant outcomes in terms of post-secondary placement, graduation rates, and job placement. Our students continue to benefit from earning college credit through our college tech prep programs associated with regional college tech prep consortia. These types of programs definitely contribute to the State of Ohio’s needs for workforce development and economic opportunities; we assist in providing college and career ready students to this needed workforce. As you have heard in the previous testimony from Mary Beth Freeman, the career technical education community is very much focused on creating jobs with well qualified entry level workers.

In order for Compacts and Comprehensive Districts to offer these workforce programs, weighted funding is an absolute necessity as we have no additional voted millage; these funds support our designated equipment, technology, supplies, and unique teacher professional development. Students greatly appreciate your support in continuing the weighted funding for their career-technical education programs. They want to become a valuable asset to Ohio’s economy.

Ohio’s career-technical education is organized by career-technical planning districts (CTPDs).  Of the 91 CTPDs, 42 are comprehensive school districts and compacts/contracts.

There are 16 compact/contract career-technical planning districts; 8 major city career-technical planning districts and 18 single district career-technical planning districts.

There are three delivery models which allow all secondary level students to access career-technical education offerings: Joint Vocational School Districts (independent, overlaying CTE school districts that serve a geographic area), comprehensive programs located within a single traditional school district, and compact/contract programs which operate through agreements between school districts. Please remember that even though there are three delivery models our purpose remains the same – to provide high quality and high tech career-technical education programs for students.

In conclusion, we greatly appreciate the commitment of the Kasich Administration and the Ohio House of Representatives to maintain weighted funding of Ohio’s impressive career-technical education programs in all three delivery systems, particularly on behalf of the 60% of career-technical students in our member school districts.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. I am pleased to answer any questions you may have at this time.
