
Standardized and Accelerated  Curriculum Development 
Reflecting ODE Technical and Academic Content Standards

Shirley Kowalski, Curriculum Specialist 

Dennis Haessly, Career-Technical Instructor, Adult HVAC -R

Ronald Goodwin, Academic Instructor, English



Polaris Career Center

·Opened in 1975

·High school and adult career tech programs and adult 
special interest classes 

·1072high school students

·9000 total students

·29 high school career-tech programs

·14 adult career-tech programs

·Located 20 miles outside of Cleveland near Hopkins 
International Airport



Background Information

·Started process in 2006

·Analyzed current status of Courses of Study at Polaris

·Visited 4 other career centers to determine their 
process and product

·Negotiated process with PEA in 2007

·Translation of contract language to actual procedure 



The Process

Created by Mr. Bob Timmons, 

Superintendent, Polaris Career  Center



CurriculumDevelopment Process

·Groups of teachers based on the release date of 
standards by ODE

·Initial facilitation:

·Four half days for in-house teachers

·Two full days for satellite instructors

·With (good) food



Curriculum Development Process ɀ
Course of Study
·Course of Study based on ODE Career-Tech and 

Academic Content Standards

·Options included Paper/Highlighter or Electronic

·Two to three hours of teacher time

·Upon Completion

·Editing and formation of Course of Study Notebook

·Review/Approval by all members of the Career ɀTech 
Advisory Council for career - tech programs

·Review/Approval by Board of Education



Curriculum Development Process -
Syllabus

·Standardized Syllabus 

·Marketing for parents and students

·Informing associate schools

·Outlines course, assignments, and expectations

·Useful for Career Tech Credit Transfer (CT2), Programs 
of Study,  articulation agreements, employers



Curriculum Development Process -
Syllabus
·Syllabus writing

·Lotus Notes Template ɀ3 hours per syllabus

·Samples

·Collaborative writing (electronic and in -person)

·Approval of each section

·Editing

·Upon Completion

·Included in the Course of Study Notebook



Syllabus Template

·Sample Syllabus.doc

Sample Syllabus.doc


Syllabus Samples

·Program Syllabus Sample

·Academic Syllabus Sample

Haessly Syllabus.doc
Haessly Syllabus.doc
Goodwin Syllabus.doc


Curriculum Development Process ɀ
Unit Plans

·Standardized Unit Plans

·Documents instructional materials and methods

·Documents assessment practices

·Aligns curriculum with state competencies

·Facilitates curriculum mapping

·Provides instructional templates for new teachers

·Teach/Assess from an electronic format

·Development of collaborative embedded curriculum 


